




ABOUT THE CITY OF CARLSBAD 
 

 iii 

 
The City of Carlsbad is a unique coastal community 
located 35 miles north of the City of San Diego and 
surrounded by mountains, lagoons, and the Pacific 
Ocean. The City is governed by a five-member City 
Council under the Council/Manager form of 
government.  Although the “village” dates back more 
than 100 years, Carlsbad incorporated in 1952 as a 
General Law city. Currently, the City is over two-thirds 
developed and is expected to grow from a population 
of 101,337 to 117,000 once its 42 square miles are 
built out. Industries in the area include a major regional 
shopping center; a specialty outlet center; 21 auto 
dealers; 35 hotels offering over 3,500 rooms for tourist 
lodging; high technology, multimedia and biomedical 
businesses; electronics, golf apparel and equipment 
manufacturers; several business and light industry 
parks; and numerous land developers building single 
and multi-family housing in a variety of community 
settings.     
 
The City provides the full range of services normally associated with a municipality including 
police, fire, parks and recreation, library, planning and zoning, building and engineering, various 
maintenance services, and administration. The City provides water services through the 
Carlsbad Municipal Water District, a subsidiary district of the City.  The City Council serves as 
the Board of Directors for the Carlsbad Municipal Water District. Solid waste collection is 
provided through a franchise agreement with a local refuse collection service. 
 
In addition to the usual City services, Carlsbad offers a wide variety of programs to help local 
residents and businesses. The City has a Redevelopment Agency with two active areas: the 
Village Redevelopment area that encompasses 0.4 square miles of the downtown area; and the 
South Carlsbad Coastal Redevelopment area, which is just south of the Village Redevelopment 
area and fronts the Pacific Ocean.  The City’s Housing Authority administers federal housing 
assistance to 622 low-income Carlsbad families.  Older Carlsbad residents receive assistance 
through the City’s senior citizen programs. 
 
School programs and facilities are provided by four different school districts located within the 
City boundaries. The City Council has no direct control over these school districts; however, the 
Council recognizes the importance of quality school facilities and programs to Carlsbad’s 
residents.  Thus, the Council and staff work with the school districts on a regular basis. 
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